
“Three weeks ago I was enjoying the new Oregon Symphony Pops series and their new conductor: Jeff Tyzik.  In two words:  infectious energy!”

—Edmund Stone, KBPS All Classical, October 26, 2008

 
“One of the snappiest Gershwin discs in years…”  [Harmonia Mundi HMU907441 – Tyzik conducts the Rochester Philharmonic, pianist Jon Nakamatsu in Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue, Concerto in F, Cuban Overture.]

—Alex Ross, The New Yorker, June 25, 2007

“…unquestionably the best Gershwin disc to come along in years…  [Tyzik] clearly understands how to inflect a melody while maintaining a strong, steady rhythm.  …the Cuban Overture is the best performance of that chestnut to come along in many a moon… an object lesson in how this music should be conducted.”

—David Hurwitz, Classics Today,  April 3, 2007

“Exquisitely beautiful arrangements of four of Aaron Copland’s ‘Old American Songs’ followed… And then came another great Tyzik arrangement that incorporated several classics, perhaps the most beautiful of which was a virtually unknown, turn-of-the-century composition, ‘America My Country.’” 

—Peg Goldberg Longstreth, Naples Daily News, May 6, 2006

“One of Tyzik’s clear strengths is his engaging repartee with the audience. Literally short of breath following a dynamic opening arrangement of Richard Rodgers’ ‘Carousel Waltz,’ Tyzik chatted at length about the evening’s program, and why he had changed its focus. By the time he returned to the next musical selection (Rodgers and Hammerstein’s ‘It’s A Grand Night for Singing’), the rapt audience appeared to be hanging on his every word.”

—Peg Goldberg Longstreth, Naples Daily News, April 27, 2006

“I’ve long thought of Tyzik as among the best pops conductors in America, but after hearing his Psalm setting, I’m beginning to think his real gift may be in composition. His Psalm was that terrific of a piece. It opens with a sparkling, upwardly thrusting melody that introduces the sopranos intoning ‘Praise ye the Lord!’ in the absolute most stratospheric range of their voices. If Tyzik was trying to suggest a heavenly seraphim choir, then he was more than successful. The sopranos were soon joined by the rest of the chorus in an elaborate polyphony.”

—John Pitcher, Rochester Democrat & Chronicle, March 25, 2006

“Once again it was Jeff Tyzik who put it all together. A regular guest conductor here, Tyzik is a composing whiz, and he plays a mean trumpet. Striding onstage garbed like a broad-shouldered Zen master, he did a masterful job of engaging the audience.” 

—Peg Goldberg Longstreth, Naples Daily News, March 23, 2006

“His concert is the kind of thing that’s likely to give classical music a good name, perhaps even make it seem, dare I say, relevant. What’s great about Tyzik is his way of making any concert (classical or pops) seem contemporary and approachable without sugarcoating anything, without dumbing down the musical experience. His program Thursday was uncompromising in its musical integrity. Yet every note was a joy to hear. Clearly, Tyzik plays contemporary music because it’s beautiful. He does not shove new works down our throats because it’s good for us, like musical spinach.” 

—John Pitcher, Rochester Democrat & Chronicle, February 3, 2006

“Conductor Jeff Tyzik was also incredibly impressive. He was especially enthusiastic about the concert. In fact, he either arranged or wrote most of the pieces that were performed… Everything about this performance was enjoyable, from the beautiful venue, which had remarkable acoustics, to the extremely talented performers and charming conductor. There was not a single moment of the night that was lacking enthusiasm.”

 —Libbie DeRose, The Rochester University Campus Times, October 27, 2005

“But the other half of the story was Tyzik, principal pops conductor of the Rochester Philharmonic and a busy composer, arranger, and trumpeter, who galvanized the Pops Orchestra with fresh arrangements and lots of personality. He brought down the house…”

—Janelle Gelfand, Cincinnati Enquirer, April 20, 2004

“Another hallmark of a strong Pops show is good arrangements, and they were certainly not in short supply last night: Tyzik’s own interpretations of I’ll be Home for Christmas and Russian Christmas Music were colorful, effective, and dramatic.”

—Andrew Thompson, Winnipeg Free Press, December 14, 2003
“Tyzik left few if any sounds unexplored, and it was in every respect a terrific concert. The program featured the world-premiere of Tyzik’s Trombone Concerto (marvelously played by RPO Principal trombonist Mark Kellogg) along with colorful works by Aaron Jay Kernis, Manuel de Falla, Leonard Bernstein, and Igor Stravinsky. … On Thursday, he proved he was not only an accomplished classical conductor, but also a composer of genuine gift.”

—John Pitcher, Rochester Democrat & Chronicle, April 12, 2003
“Jeff Tyzik was terrific in his Philharmonic debut…  Tyzik’s performance showed that his first foray into the Philharmonic’s regular concert series was long overdue.  Tyzik has the ability to let the music take pride of place over all considerations, including asserting his own presence as a conductor…  every phrase was loose enough so that the music breathed easily; every rhythm sounded joyful, full of life.  And what a range of expression Tyzik brings to his performances… each piece had its own character and wealth of variety and surprise.  Maybe we’ll be lucky and Tyzik will return to the Philharmonic podium.”

—Rob Haskins, Rochester Democrat & Chronicle,  January 20, 2001
CRITICAL ACCLAIM FOR JEFF TYZIK ON HARMONIA MUNDI
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Jon Nakamatsu, pianist  -  Rochester Philharmonic, conducted by Jeff Tyzik

Harmonia Mundi France HMU907441

GERSHWIN: Piano Concerto in F, Rhapsody in Blue, Cuban Overture
“One of the snappiest Gershwin discs in years.”  






Alex Ross, The New Yorker  (June 25, 2007)

“One of the best things I’ve heard all year…”






Alex Ross, The Rest is Noise  (December 2007)

“…delightfully fresh recording of three Gershwin standards…  Conductor Jeff Tyzik leads a combustible reading of the "Cuban Overture."






Steven Winn, San Francisco Chronicle (Sept. 2, 2007)

“…unquestionably the best Gershwin disc to come along in years...  (Tyzik) clearly understands how to inflect a melody while maintaining a strong, steady rhythm.  …the Cuban Overture is the best performance of that chestnut to come along in many a moon… an object lesson in how this music should be conducted.  You’ll love this disc!”






David Hurwitz, Classics Today (April 3, 2007)

“Frankly, I was going to skip thru the Rhapsody in Blue due to overexposure, but just a short ways into it I was captured for the duration. Nakamatsu and Tyzik … seem like a perfect duo to bring out the jazzy , enthusiastic tone of all this music of Gershwin. The Rhapsody sounds fresher and more cheeky than I've heard from most other recordings…  Most highly recommended.”






John Sunier, Audiophile (2007)

This recording spent seven weeks at No. 3 on BILLBOARD’s Top Classical Albums chart in 2007 and four months in the Top 15 Classical Albums chart.
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