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OREGON SYMPHONY’S 2008-09 POPS SEASON:
NEW CONDUCTOR, SHARPER FOCUS
Jeff Tyzik Is New Principal Pops Conductor; 

Programs Will Showcase the Orchestra
(PORTLAND, Ore.) – The Oregon Symphony’s Pops programming gets a significant top-to-bottom makeover for 2008-09, with a new conductor at the helm, a new schedule of concert times and a whole new approach to the concert series that is more sharply focused on the orchestra itself.

Starting right at the top, Jeff Tyzik – the pre-eminent American Pops conductor, arranger and trumpeter who has been Principal Pops Conductor of the Rochester Philharmonic since 1994 – takes on similar duties with the Oregon Symphony. Tyzik is already well-known to Portland concertgoers, of course, after having conducted numerous Oregon Symphony Pops concerts since 1999.

“I’ve enjoyed coming to Portland to conduct the Oregon Symphony as a guest conductor,” Tyzik says. “During my visits over the last nine years, I have found that Portland is a great city with a vibrant cultural life. It has become one of my favorite cities in America. 
“I have great respect for the musicians of the Oregon Symphony. They are wonderful musical artists who are dedicated to giving the best performances every time they walk on stage. We have developed a great relationship over the years. I look forward to creating exciting musical programs with the orchestra on the pops series.”
Tyzik has planned a four-concert Pops series for 2008-09, with each concert to be performed twice, at 7:30 pm Saturday evenings and in a matinee performance at 3 p.m. Sundays
-- more -- 

The number of regular Pops series programs has been reduced – down from seven the previous season – to give audience members an opportunity to tailor a series to their own tastes by combining Pops series concerts with the orchestra’s expanded series of one-night-only special concerts, many of which have a distinct popular-music focus. Monday evening Pops performances have been dropped.
“My programming philosophy is simple: Perform a wide variety of great music, feature the orchestra and orchestra soloists, bring in great guest artists and engage the audience,” Tyzik says. 

“I will give Portland my best.”
###

(A chronological list of the Oregon Symphony’s complete 2008-09 Pops series performances follows.)
OREGON SYMPHONY’S 2008-09 POPS SERIES CONCERTS:
A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST

Oct. 11-12, 2008
A Tribute to Dorsey & Sinatra



Jeff Tyzik, conductor



Steve Lippia, vocals


Robert Taylor, trombone


The spotlight shines on two of the greats from the Big Band Era in a program that features Frank Sinatra’s classic songs and tunes from Tommy Dorsey and Your Hit Parade.
Nov. 29-30, 2008
A Von Trapp Family Christmas



Jeff Tyzik, conductor



The Von Trapp Family Children, vocals


A holiday show with the world-renowned touring ensemble that showcases the great-grandchildren of the family whose story was the inspiration for The Sound of Music.

Jan. 24-25, 2009
Bright Lights of Broadway



Jeff Tyzik, conductor



Doug LaBrecque, vocals


Christiane Noll, vocals


Two veterans of the Great White Way lead a sentimental journey through nearly a century’s worth of classic show tunes, from Showboat to West Side Story to Phantom of the Opera.
Mar. 20-21, 2009
Soul of New Orleans



Jeff Tyzik, conductor



Byron Stripling, trumpet

Trumpet virtuoso and singer Byron Stripling celebrates the Big Easy in a program of great music from the giants: Louis Armstrong, Fats Waller and Cab Calloway.
